Christ Church Newman Center
Parish Council Agenda – January 27th, 2026@ 7:00 PM

“Sometimes good things fall apart so better things can fall together."
Romans 8:28 – "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love God

1.  Prayer was led by Fr. Derek. 
2. Everyone checked in and shared a meaningful prayer experience they’ve had recently. 

3. Call to Order: 
a) Minutes from December 2, 2025 were approved. 
b) The agenda was approved with two additions under New Business.  

4. Old Business: Check-in/updates/feedback on 
a) ACC updates: The ACC All Things New planning committee presented the plan, as it was shared at the ACC sessions in late fall, to the CAP (Committee for the Affirmation of Plans) on January 26th.  Fr. Derek shared the concern that has been heard regarding ensuring a home for all the community’s spirits within the new parish/ACC; the importance for this was affirmed by others.  The planning committee should receive word on the CAP’s thoughts on the plan within two weeks.  The planning committee will meet again on the 3rd. Fr. Derek will put something in the bulletin this or next week with this update. Even “there is no update” is still an important update to be sharing with the community. 
 
       We will continue to work on hosting a join parish council meeting.  What other groups could do likewise within the cluster and/or ACC?  Is there someone who can help “inservice” us all in sharing, brainstorming and negotiating how we can create a new culture/parish life that encompasses all as we move forward and undergo these transitions?    

b) Parish council/staff reps for committees: Russ knows that John will be the liaison to Nuts and Bolts.  Pam knows that Philip is the Community liaison; Kevin wishes to attend those meetings, but will not be the official liaison. Still need clarification on if Prayer and Spirituality is meeting regularly, and if/who should be the staff liaison; our previous decision was Luke, but that depends on if the group is meeting more regularly and including liturgy, or is more of an as-needed planning group for other prayer opportunities; it will still be important for them to connect with Luke, however.  We also would like to see a joint ACC committee – formal or informal – for Liturgy at some point, or at least conversation between Luke and Abbey at the Cathedral. 

c) Staffing concerns: A few conversations have taken place, and there will be a slight shifting in the website responsibilities to help alleviate some capacity limits and lift up the gifts of parishioners.  Anna Taylor will move forward with taking on that role. 

5. New Business
a) What will be the role of PC as we move forward: . It will help in the All Things New transitions to have a full council, and the council will continue at least until July 2027; even after we move towards one corporation, the groups will still come together for a time.

b) Appointing new Parish council members: Our bylaws state that new member(s) can be appointed. We would like to fill both vacancies, seeking new representatives who can serve a year and a half term. It will be helpful to have members who are willing to lead through change, to have conversations with and work with the other parishes and community members in the ACC; we also want people who know Newman well and have been involved here to help carry our mission and spirit into the ACC. Names were surfaced; in addition to these possibilities, we will reach out to the chairs of each of the parish committees to ask for their recommendations.   

c) Renew: About 14% of parishioners have completed their renew form thus far. 

d) Community safety with immigration happenings: The diocese’s guidance for churches and schools regarding ICE’s presence, rights and procedures was shared again. The pastors and staff can determine if/what/how to implement and communicate a plan for our buildings, as they deem appropriate.  A greater use of our focus might be to find ways to offer direct support to families, community members and especially students impacted.  There have been students from SCSU detained; could we work with SCSU on how to offer support? 

e) Additional railing: Discussion is underway for adding an additional railing to help presiders get up the final step to the altar (the only non-accessible level in our building). Nuts and Bolts will move forward with this; Kevin Stroebel, who has done this work in our sanctuary before, will work on adding this in an unobtrusive spot. 

6. Committee Reports
a) Community: They are planning a few events, including an Ash Wednesday Triple Play in collaboration with a Peace and Social Justice speaker, and a student-member breakfast. The updated staff responsibility list was well-received; the updated versions are in the racks in both entry ways. 

b) Peace and Social Justice: Planning the Ash Wednesday speaker, and possibly a few other ways for her to connect in the area.  There has also been conversation about another possible speaker from CCHD, and about gathering leaders from the other parishes in the ACC to build relationships and brainstorm ways to come together. 

c) Nuts and Bolts:  Discussions have included Renew, and the additional railing. Financially Newman is in good shape, especially thanks to a recent bequeath. There has been discussion about how funds will be handled when the ACC parishes merge into one corporation; will the generosity of Newman members be used to cover any fiscal gaps elsewhere? We are assured that the other parishes are also doing pretty well financially, and while there aren’t a lot of details yet, this is something being discussed as finances come together. 

d) Prayer and Spirituality: Looking at offering the Stations of the Resurrection again this Easter, possibly in other locations in the ACC this year. They will soon begin advertising for the Will Illies lecture. 

6) Upcoming Meetings: Tuesday, February 24th at 7:00pm, and Tuesday, March 24th at 7:00pm. 
