Christ Church Newman Center
Parish Council Minutes – September 30th  2025 

Members Present: John R, Fr. Derek W, Kateri M, Andy K.
Guests: Luke V, Kevin L

1.  Prayer was led by Luke. 

2. Call to Order: 
a) Minutes from September 9th , 2025 were approved. 
b) The agenda was approved, with the addition of “Readings on the Screens.”
c) Student members. Andy will reach out to Charlie, Halle and Sophia to invite them and gauge their interest. 

4. Old Business: Check-in/updates/feedback on 
a) ACC planning process: The plan is not done yet, but dates have been set for how to roll out information to the ACC in anticipation of its completion in the coming month(s). Staff from throughout the ACC will receive the tentative plan, followed by Finance Councils for all 6 parishes, followed by 2 opportunities in November for everyone to hear the plan and offer feedback.  The plan shared at that time will be the biggest picture/“skeleton” plan; how to flesh it out and put meat on it will happen over the next few years, with a lot of possibilities for the community to engage in that shaping. 

b) Parish/ACC listening sessions: The framework, timing, plan, questions and logistics were talked through and refined for Sunday’s deep listening opportunity. Other parishes in the ACC are looking at doing something similar; the planning committee as well as the parish council are excited to receive this input from our community for both All Things New and general parish life. 

c) New staff members Welcome Mass: Luke introduced himself and was welcomed.  We would like to introduce all the new staff at a Sunday liturgy, as well as offer a blessing over ALL (new and returning) staff. Fr. Derek will consult staff and determine a date, likely in late October/early November. He will let Andy and the Community group know in order to arrange coffee and rolls/social time after Mass as well. 

d) Campus Ministry advisory update – TABLED 

e) Readings on the Screens: This question has come up in a few different committees over the past few months. We had previously decided to wait until Luke was settled into his position and seek his and the Liturgy Committee’s perspective. Luke did share some thoughts, along with those others have shared, and we discussed a number of pro’s and con’s. There are theological principles that speak to this, as well as a lot of history at Newman that suggest we should not have readings on the screens; there are also pastoral considerations for doing so. A major question is whether or not having the readings on the screens allow folks to be more engaged, or does it disengage them? Does not being able to understand what is being proclaimed disengage folks, or invite them to listen differently?  We will continue to gather insights and pray about this, as we are not yet feeling confident in an answer. 


5. New Business
a) Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Yes, we would like to offer this as a parish again. We will continue to offer it once a month during the school year, on the first Sunday of the month. We will begin in November (November 2nd).  Kateri will reach out to those who helped with it last year to see if they are interested again.  We will also put an invitation in the bulletin and at Mass announcements. Luke will help add anyone interested into the scheduling tool, so it will determine the rotation for this like other liturgical ministries.  

b) committee assignments / communication – TABLED  

c) Renewal Process: Fr. Derek will check with the Nuts and Bolts team to determine when the renewal form should be sent out, and who might speak about it at Masses. We want to be sure that we add Children’s Liturgy of the Word as an option for folks to sign up for on that form. We also want to have further conversation about what to do with the information after renewal forms are submitted, to ensure that everyone receives welcome and training for those things they express interest in.  

6. Committee Reports – TABLED 
a) Community
b) Peace and Social Justice
c) Nuts and Bolts
d) Prayer and Spirituality

6) Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 18th, 2025 

Possible Future Agenda Items: 
· Roles/Expectations of Councils and Committees.  
· Renewal Process 
