
NOTES COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP NOVEMBER 13, 2025
Attendees: Art G, Barb G, Jo H, Danielle M, Anna T, Barb P, Pam W
*Campus Ministry Report:  No  Report
*Peace and Social Justice: Kevin sent update, information will be in the P&SJ minutes
*Prayer and Spirituality: Kevin sent update, information will be in the P&SJ minutes
* Parish Council report: No report, no representation
*Confirmation celebration for Nov. 2:  Luke: Ahna was confirmed at Holy Spirit on November 2nd. 
*Coffee and rolls: 
We will host casual Coffee and Treats on November 23rd (Pam and Danielle) December 14th (Jo and Danielle) and then start the New Year with the first Sunday of the month going forward. We will reconsider April 5th conflict (Easter) at our January meeting.
*New Members: We have received word of several new members joining our parish, Pam and Jo will see to getting our Welcome call and gift to them soon.
*Funeral hosts/workers: Luke update: *Funeral host conversation with staff or did you get to review the packet? Do you need anything from us?  Luke: I did ask Fr. Derek about it a few days after our meeting. It sounds like he and Stacy had come up with a plan before Stacy left. He did say he would get it to me, and he has not done so yet. I have combed through the Newman funeral procedures I could find and tried to put together an idea of how the luncheons and other logistics currently flow. I will try him again next week when he returns.
I am mindful that some members of the committee would likely be involved in being a host, and so it would be helpful if the group could put together a list of direct questions that could be sent to me to be sure I have an answer for when I finally get hold of the host plan Fr. Derek is talking about. For example, I assume there would be questions of when doors are unlocked, or what tasks the host is responsible for etc. I gathered that the group had a better idea of what had already been discussed more so than I do at this point.
I had mentioned to you that the ACC liturgists were planning to get together to discuss funeral practices that could be common to the ACC. But I've hit a roadblock for now with the group, and the plan isn't to meet until after Christmas at least. But I know we'd like to solidify things here sooner than later so let's move forward with our needs.
Pam will start an email thread to answer Lukes call for questions and we will send them to him later this month.

*  Advent Party planning: On Tuesday December 18, Community Focus group  will host a family-oriented Advent Tom and Jerry Party for all of our Christ Church staff and Parishioners. This party will be advertised as BRING YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY Hors d’oeurve, Cookies, Bars, or another snack to share! We will provide the special (Grachek) Tom and Jerry’s and other beverages for adults and children.
  Pam will start an email thread soon to fill in the necessary preparations!


* Web page update:  
Luke: *Any conversation about the web page? Yes. Staff has been discussing the web page at length. Nathan said he has reached back out to Anna in how she can use her talents. (Pam’s side note; Nathan offered Anna could be a “proof reader” for him.)
This conversation is about our disappointment in our parish webpage and its lack of upkeep, the lack of usable information and contact information over the last 3 years. When we started this conversation again last month, we noted that simple items like Mass times were not kept current since July. This is an embarrassment for us not to mention the inconvenience for our parishioners. We note at this time that our Focus group has been complaining about this for several years and we are aware that others including the past Parish Council have tried to come to a resolution for this mess. 
Our group feels at this time of uncertainty in all things ACC and the combined ACC bulletin we are losing out on a way to get information to our parishioners in a thorough and timely manner. Many parishes in combined situations across the country maintain their own website for this very reason. 
All that said, last month Anna Taylor eagerly volunteered to take on this project, become the “web-specialist” and create a webpage we can be proud of. Anna has stated that once she has access, she can create a simple system to receive and post information in a timely manner from her home! This free gift from Anna is designed to save our office staff time to do other important tasks for our parish. The idea was sent to Fr. Derek and staff, unfortunately we have hit a roadblock on the office level. Fr. Derek readily agreed Anna is a good fit for this task, however our office staff has other thoughts on how this should be resolved.
At the time of this writing, we are still waiting for a resolution.
*Misc:  
Another stair rail at the Altar: After watching another visiting priest say the Sunday morning Mass Art suggested that a simple removeable banister be installed at the Altar. Our group agreed this would be a help for some Eucharistic ministers also. Pam will bring this to the Nuts and Bolts chair.
Staff roles and duties: A member of our group asked; who is responsible for what tasks in the office, how do we find this out. Pam stated she asked staff for an Org. chart or job description several months ago and did not receive a reply. (Maybe she sent it to the wrong staff member?)
Terrace Kitchen Pantry: A few months ago, we were concerned event hosts did not have access to the key for the pantry when staff was unavailable. Now we find the pantry has been taped open and anyone who has access to the terrace level kitchen which is now kept unlocked may help themselves to coffee, tea, sugar, special dishes and silverware and more.  Now the problem is; prepping for an event is unpredictable because we may not have our supplies. Last time we discussed this we offered suggestions such as: coded locks like the front door, or a hidden key. 
 COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP WILL NOT MEET IN DECEMBER. WE WILL RESUME MEETING JANYARY 20TH AT 6:15PM IN THE TERRACE.                                



